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Gary McCoy Next-Mile Scholarship 
The Gary McCoy Next-Mile Scholarship is designed to support career technical education and 
workforce development opportunities for students pursuing certificate and degree programs 
beyond high school. Established in honor of Gary’s dedication to the mission of the Mammoth 
Lakes Foundation, the scholarship is intended to support local students as they take their next 
steps after graduating from Cerro Coso Community College.  
 
Reflecting Gary’s belief that there is no single path to success, the scholarship will provide flexible 
support tailored to each student’s goals and needs. In addition to students transferring to four-
year colleges and universities, the scholarship is designed to support those pursuing Career 
Technical Education (CTE), workforce-ready training, certificates, and degree pathways needed 
to advance in their chosen careers and strengthen the Eastern Sierra workforce. 
 
The Mammoth Lakes Foundation recognizes that the cost of tuition, books, supplies, equipment, 
transportation, and living expenses can create barriers for students continuing their education or 
training. This scholarship is intended to help alleviate those financial burdens for students who 
demonstrate commitment, potential, and a desire to give back to their community. 
 
Award 
Students may request a scholarship award amount based on their educational and financial 
needs, not to exceed $10,000 per academic year. Requested award amounts should be 
reasonable and appropriate to the applicant’s program of study, and financial need must be 
demonstrated through a proposed budget of anticipated educational expenses. 
 
Scholarship funds may be used for eligible educational expenses, including tuition, books, 
required supplies, tools, certifications, equipment, exam fees, and other approved program-
related costs. 
 
Students must reapply each academic year. Scholarship awards are not guaranteed for future 
years and are granted at the discretion of the scholarship selection committee. 
 
Eligibility 
Applicants must: 

• Be a resident of Mono County for a minimum of one year or a graduate of a Mono County 
high school  

• Be pursuing a certificate or degree program focused on career technical education, 
workforce development, skilled trades, or a traditional academic pathway 
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• Be enrolled in an accredited postsecondary educational program, including certificate 
programs, associate degree programs, workforce training programs, and four-year 
Bachelor’s degree programs. (Including accredited online programs) 

• Be in good academic standing with their educational institution  
• Demonstrate a commitment to their educational and career goals  

 
Priority consideration will be given to Dave’s Scholar alumni and graduates of Cerro Coso 
Community College. 
 
Criteria and Application 
An online application will be made available annually. Applicants must submit: 

• Documentation of enrollment or program acceptance  
• Academic transcripts or progress reports  
• A proposed budget and requested scholarship amount 
• A personal statement outlining educational and career goals 
• Letters of recommendation; Applicants are welcome to submit up to two letters in 

support of their application. 
 

Applications will be reviewed by a selection committee comprised of Mammoth Lakes 
Foundation staff, board members, donors, and community representatives. Selected applicants 
may be invited to participate in an interview with the scholarship selection committee as part of 
the final review process. Final award decisions will be made at the discretion of the committee. 
 
Volunteer Mentorship & Community Engagement 
Scholarship recipients are expected to remain engaged with the Mammoth Lakes Foundation 
community through mentorship and service. 
Recipients are expected to complete a minimum of 10 hours of volunteer mentorship support 
annually for current Dave’s Scholars and/or participate in Mammoth Lakes Foundation events 
and community engagement activities. 
 
Contract 
Scholarship recipients may be required to sign and abide by scholarship agreement terms 
established by the Mammoth Lakes Foundation. 
 


